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A Message from the Illustrious Potentate
Dear Nobles, Ladies and Friends,
was to bounce back from COVID by providing quality programs and events to
emphasize

father, Noble Brian Versetti, Sr., said she had a BLAST leading the parades at
Kennywood

My goal all year has been to have Fun in ‘21. Here are some of the great events coming up for you, your lady
and friends as we close out 2021.
*Fall Ceremonial with the LADIES, Saturday, November 20. The ladies will be educated about the Shrine and
our Hospitals that day. Celebrating Miracles is our Mission!
*Prelude to Christmas Concert, Sunday, November 21.
*Our Traditional Shrine Children’s Christmas Party, Sunday, December 19.
*Our Gala New Year’s Eve Party, Friday, December 31. The evening includes delicious food and high quality
music for your dancing pleasure.

Thanks to our Investment Committee for its time and energy in establishing our financial goals. The Insurance
Committee was asked to review our policies and update them. We are currently conducting an inventory appraisal this month. Many accomplishments have been achieved so far by the Ballroom Committee, as previously reported. This committee soon will be meeting with a group of professional designers for their input
about ballroom chairs.
I would like to thank the Units, Clubs and Caravans for their support and donations in helping our Shrine.
Please remember that donations may be made to the Shrine from an estate or trust.
First Lady Debra and I extend our thanks and appreciation to everyone who made this year a success. Special
thanks to Ill. Sir Robert W. Herbert, P.P. for appointing me to the line. Debra and I are grateful to him and his
lovely wife Paige for their support and advice. Credit for the Potentate’s everyday operations goes to Chief
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From the Recorder’s Desk
Greetings, Nobles, Ladies, and friends of Syria Shriners.
The last two months of “Fun in ‘21” are filled with opportunities for you.

Our second season of outdoor music events has come to a successful conclusion. Miller Lite Thunder Thursdays generated approximately $46,000 for Syria Shriners, and our overall series including the ticketed concerts brought in around $81,000. We look forward to an even better season in 2022, along with the return of
the Sportsmen’s Bash, Golf Outing, Nights at the Races, and a bigger, better Cash Give-A-Way to put our fraternal fundraising efforts on more solid ground than we’ve had in recent years.
Dues notices for 2022 have been mailed from Shriners International headquarters in Tampa. Please be sure
to pay your dues by the end of the year in order to remain in good standing. Your 2022 dues must be paid in
order for you to attend the Annual Meeting, January 3. Checks payable to Syria Shriners for the amount of
your dues should be mailed to the Syria Shriners office, 1877 Shriners Way, Cheswick, PA 15024. If you prefer, you can pay dues online at syriashriners.org/dues.
Your Divan is working hard to reduce suspensions. Telephone calls will soon be made to all those who have
not paid dues for 2021. Those who have not paid dues for 2020 AND 2021 will be suspended at our annual
meeting in January. Please don’t jeopardize your Shrine membership. Pay your dues today!
Congratulations, thanks and a tip o’ the fez to Illustrious Sir Donald Green and First Lady Debra for leading

It has been my honor to serve you as Recorder for the last three years, and to represent you at the Imperial
Sessions of Shriners International for the last two years. Thank you for showing confidence in me.
Happy Hannukah, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! See you at the Annual Meeting.
Yours in the faith,

Bob

SYRIA SHRINERS ANNUAL MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2022, 7:30PM
PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM
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OFFICE HOURS
724-274-7000

We continue to operate with limited staffing, as follows:
Business Office:
Monday
Closed
Tuesday
Deanna Gatto
9am-3pm
Wednesday
Peggy McKillop
9am-3pm
Thursday
Deanna Gatto
9am-3pm
Friday
Peggy McKillop
9am-3pm
Events Office:
Monday-Friday
Paulette Zanotti 10am-3pm
Facilities Office:
Monday-Friday
Fred Patterson
9am-3pm
DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE INITIATES NEW MEMBERS
by Amy Schultz, P.Q.

On
Saturday, August 14, Princess Stephanie Briere was initiated at our regular monthly
session. Stephanie is the daughter of Queen Carla Seufert.

Her Supreme Majesty, Donna Kramer visits with the Officers, Past Queens and
Ladies of the Household at Airys Temple No. 48, DON.
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Our newest Ladies of the Household, Foreste Hess (L) and Amy
White (R) pose with the Queen (L)
and Supreme Queen (R).

IN MEMORIAM
Necrology Report — August 21— October 27
Ronald A. Baker
Donald E. Berkeybile
Paul E. Crouse
Reno A. Davis
William T. Deişeroth
Henry D. Delong
Carl H. Droshar
Samuel A. Duerr, Jr.
Charles J. Fisher
Hugh E. Forbes
Frederick W. Foster
Jack D. Grimm, Sr.

Wayne S. Harrison
Hance H. Huston, Jr.
Murry T. Kohl
Elwood W. Krah
Harry L. Lee
John E. Martinson
Alan McKnight
Harry W. McWilliams
Kenneth L. Menke
Charles E. Nettrour
Robert M. Polander, Jr.
George H. Rhodes

Donald E. Rogers
Philip R. Sahady
Arthur J. Scherf
William J. Simpson
Joseph E. Smyda
Louis A. Steiner
Richard K. Stellfox, Sr.
James M. Thompson
Russell K. Thornton
John Yates

our Brother, and toward all of us, and crown our hopes with everlasting peace, in the realms of a
boundless eternity. So mote it be.

VOICE OF SYRIA SHRINERS EDITORIAL CALENDAR
ISSUE

DEADLINE

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2022

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17

MARCH / APRIL 2022

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2022

MAY / JUNE 2022

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022

JULY / AUGUST 2022

FRIDAY, JUNE 17, 2022

DEADLINES ARE ALWAYS THE THIRD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH PRIOR TO PUBLICATION.
THE MAGAZINE IS IN MAILBOXES ABOUT TWO WEEKS AFTER DEADLINE.
PHOTOS ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT! PLEASE INCLUDE THEM WITH YOUR ARTICLE!
SUBMIT YOUR MATERIAL TO syriarecorder@gmail.com.
7

8

8

NOTES FROM THE CHANTERS
by David Eichelberger

The Syria Shriners Chanters are thankful for the opportunities we had this year to sing at parades and at concerts to raise money to benefit our Illustrious Sir Donald Green and First Lady Debra's projects for the year as
well as raise money for the Children's Hospitals.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 inactivity wreaked havoc with the lifting mechanism on our float, so after much
effort and some mature deliberation, we are sorry to report that our fans will not get to see the roof go up
and down at our parades! On the plus side, it means our Secretary, David A. Eichelberger will not have to
report to the Pittsburgh Steelers’ medical staff to see if he has sustained sufficient head trauma from banging
his head on the lowered roof to warrant his retirement as Secretary.
We are excited to invite our friends and fans to join us and
the Syria Band, Stage Band and Highlanders for the Annual
Prelude to Christmas concert on November 21. The concert
will begin at 3 and the tickets will be distributed soon for
sale. The cost is minimal but the impact will be great as
the proceeds are donated to several worthy causes. You
won't want to miss it! Refreshments will be served after
the concert.
In January, the Chanters will be installing a new President,
Jack Doverspike and his Lady Janet. We hope to install
them with a dinner on January 4 at 7:00 p.m. at the Shrine
Center Units Room. Future plans for next year include a
number of the Chanters competing at Imperial Session in
If you are interested in the Chanters participating in a Parade or at concerts, contact William Woods or Lee
Pfeifer. The Chanters welcome all who enjoy singing. We practice on Tuesdays at 7pm in the music room at
the Pittsburgh Shrine Center.
SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL BYLAWS PERTAINING TO ELECTIONS
§ 325.11 Election Regulations.
(a) Electioneering. A candidate for an elected office in a Shrine temple may print, publish and circulate during
the year he is seeking the elected office, a résumé consisting of his educational background, his vocational
history, and his Masonic and Shrine record. Except as provided in the prior sentence, the printing, publication, circulating or distribution of resolutions, letters, telegrams, tickets, email or other devices, by a unit,
club, Noble, or group of Nobles, suggesting, recommending, opposing, or containing the names of proposed
candidates for office in the temple is prohibited.
(b) Expenditures Prohibited. The expenditure of money for gifts, favors, or entertainment on behalf of a candidate for elected office is prohibited.
(c) Violation. For any violation of (a) or (b), the Imperial Potentate may suspend any offending Noble, and he
may declare the election of the officers void and order a new election.
(d) Notice. At least one week prior to the annual meeting or any election, the temple Recorder shall mail to
each member a notice thereof containing this section. Amend. 2011
§ 325.12 Postponed Election. If it is impossible to hold the election as required, or if it appears to the Imperial Potentate proper, he may grant a special dispensation changing the date of the annual election
9
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CAMEL WHEELS RETURN TO THE WINNER’S CIRCLE AT MASA
by Vic Perry

was
perfect! Even the weather cooperated. Hurricane Larry went by with a light amount of rain but did not deter

Free to a good home!

CAMEL WHEELS OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Free to a good home!
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ON THE ROAD WITH THE RODE RIGS
by Dennis Conrad

Well, it’s official the Rode Rigs once again went to the Mid Atlantic Shrine Association convention and
cleaned house. For the eighth straight year your Rigs came home with the First Place Trophy in the Mini Tractor Trailing Division in the Big Saturday Shriners parade. The Rigs would like to send a Big Thank You out to
Noble Roy Rueter for stepping up to the plate when asked to help us out by driving our lead vehicle in the
parade. Roy’s participation helped put us over the top for the big win.

The Rigs Rule the Obstacle Course once again.

Friday, the Rigs also won First Place in the obstacle course competition in our classification. We had a great time down at Virginia Beach. The weather was just about perfect for spending time
on the beach or at poolside which we all did. Saturday night after
the parade, we all relaxed and had our Rigs Beach dinner. This
year, due to the limited availability of restaurants due to COVID,
we had food delivered to the hotel. There was plenty to eat and
everyone had a good time. If you went away hungry, well, it was
your own fault.

Since we got back from the beach, the Rigs have had a pretty busy schedule with parades In Evans City, Verona, Shaler and up in Ligonier for Fort Ligonier Days. Plus, some of our members went on the Potentate’s bus
trip to the Pennsylvania Grand Canyon. That was a great trip.
At this time, I have the pleasure of introducing our newest member of the Rode Rigs Jeep division, Josh
Thompson and his lady Viki. Josh lives in Springdale with his family and is a member of Pollock Lodge No. 502
where he is very active as a floor officer. Josh has already participated in his first parade as a Rode Rig up in
Ligonier for Fort Ligonier Days. Once again, Welcome to the Rigs family.

Well time really does fly when you’re having fun. It
just seems like it was yesterday that it was the beginning of Spring and parade season was just
starting. Now we are into Fall with Winter fast approaching and parade season is winding down, but
we still have some Christmas parades coming up in
Tarentum, Etna and Glassport. The Rigs annual
family Christmas Dinner party is back this year
which is always a great time. It’s loads of fun fellowship and good food.
Are you interested in getting active at the Shrine
and are looking into joining one of the units, but
Getting ready for the MASA parade.
can’t decide which one? How about joining one of
the fastest-growing units at the Shrine Center? Yes,
I’m talking about the Rode Rigs. We have fun on and off the parade route and are family oriented. If you’re
interested in joining the Rigs give us a call. Either President Joe Micikas at 724-344-0540 or Secretary/
Treasurer Dennis Conrad at 412-956-2245 or Membership Chairman John Handshue at 412-877-4263.
At this time, The Rode Rigs would like to Wish Everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year
and may God Bless Us All.

Remember Keep on Truck’n for the Kids
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ATTENTION TRAP SHOOTERS: SYRIA SHRINERS GUN CLUB WANTS YOU!
By Gary Helander, P.P.

Now that the mask mandate is pretty much a thing of the past, have you heard about the
new mandate to wear shooting glasses and ear plugs? Has it been a while since you broke
some Clay Birds? Do you want to spend quality time with fellow shooters? The Syria Shrine
Gun Club would like to invite you to our monthly shoots at the Clarion Sportsmen’s Club.
We shoot on the fourth Saturday of every month except for
December, which is reserved for our annual Christmas party.
We gather around 8:30am for coffee and donuts, hold a brief
meeting at 9:00am, and begin shooting at 9:30am. The Syria
Shrine Gun Club is currently collaborating with the Clarion
Sportsmen’s Club for these monthly shoots and formed a
very active league.
We have had great response from the Clarion Sportsmen’s
Club members while educating them about our Shrine’s philanthropy. This has allowed us to set aside excess shooting
fees and redirect them to Shriners Children’s as a result of
their generosity and belief in what Shrinedom stands for.

Gun Club members break some birds at a monthly shoot.

The Shrine Gun Club sponsors a monthly ATA “Big 50” shoot from February through November each year.
This program is open to all shooters and offers 3 events of clay target shooting; a 16-yard event, a handicap
yardage event, and a doubles event. These can be shot just for fun or be registered nationally through the
Amateur Trap Association (ATA). In 2022, we are looking to add three to four Sporting Clays events to our
club activities. We are also looking forward to reestablishing the Tri-Shrine shoot where Syria participates in a
clay target shooting competition with Boumi Shrine Gun Club in Baltimore and Rajah Shrine Gun Club in
Reading. Next year we should be traveling to Rajah Shrine’s shooting club for a fun filled weekend. Syria currently possesses the traveling trophy for high team score.
We would love to hear from you - our future trap shooters and those members who have been absent due to
COVID. Give us your thoughts that would get you involved and/or get re-involved in our great club while benefiting our children in our medical centers. If you are interested in making some noise (aka breaking some
birds) and becoming a member, please contact the Gun Club’s secretary Dick Van Veen at
rjvv3@comcast.net. In the meantime, keep your powder dry and we look forward to seeing you (remember
the new mandate) on the shooting line.

Tampa.
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CASH GIVE AWAY TICKETS NOW ON SALE
HOLIDAY CASH-GIVE-A-WAY
Tickets sold for $10.00 per ticket and lottery drawings based on the
PA Lottery FOUR-DIGIT NUMBER the week of Christmas

Given away during the Christmas Week.
December 21st - $500

December 22nd - $1000
December 23rd - $1500
December 24th - $2000
December 25th - $20,000
STARTING IN APRIL 2021, YOU CAN GET YOUR TICKETS
FROM ANY DIVAN, CARAVAN, UNIT OR CLUB MEMBER
OR

PURCHASE ONLINE BY GOING TO
SYRIASHRINERS.ORG
AND CLICK ON THE MONEY TICKET LOGO
OR
CONTACT SYRIA SHRINERS OFFICE AT 412-274-7000
Randy Hobaugh
1st Ceremonial Master
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NOTES FROM SHRINERS CHILDREN’S—ERIE
by Barry Hootman, M.D., member of the Board of Governors, SC-Erie

While giving a brief SC–E update and donation plea at the
Syria Golf Outing, Noble Jacque Hauser asked what exactly
SC-E does. Having spent four hours in the sun, and having
had a Camels Milk, and a good lunch, I don’t think I gave him
a complete or satisfactory answer. Thinking about it, maybe
more Nobles are not fully aware of what we do, and I think it
important that Nobles understand what kind of care we are
offering.
SC-E is a Premier Pediatric Orthopedic Care facility. Before I
explain what that means, let me first explain what we do not
do. We do not treat problems such as diabetes, asthma, cancer (other than bone cancer), appendicitis, pneumonia, and many other non-musculoskeletal abnormalities. But the orthopedic patients we do treat often do have other comorbidity issues. We do not treat burns
or cleft palate, but we are affiliated with SC-Ohio in Dayton (formerly Cincinnati) where those can be treated.
What we do treat is neuromuscular and skeletal abnormalities in children. A little history here. Paedos is the
Latin word for child, thus Pediatrics, child care. Orthos in Latin means straight. Around the beginning of the
20 Century, surgeons began specializing in straightening abnormalities in children such as scoliosis, club foot,
dislocated hip, displaced fractures and more. Subsequently the specialty of Orthopedic Surgery (straight
child) developed into the medical and surgical care of the neuromuscular and skeletal system. Thus, Pediatric Orthopedics is the care of these afflictions in children. A vast array of these problems are treated at SC-E
including but not limited to; scoliosis, club foot, osteogenesis imperfecta (brittle bone disease), dislocated
hip, congenital failure or abnormal development of bone or muscle such as Spina Bifida or limb deficiencies.,
cerebral palsy, a number of rarer birth defect and diseases, broken bones, spinal cord injury, sports injuries,
hand reconstruction, and more.
th

Over the last five years, a strong affiliation with Children’s Hospital
of Pittsburgh (CHP) has developed. Dr. Tim Ward, Chief of Pediatric Orthopedics at CHP is our Medical Director, and our clinics are
staffed by CHP doctors and a nurse practitioner. The combined
CHP/SC-E team was ranked 13 in the nation in Pediatric Orthopedics by US News and World Report, the highest of any Shrine system site. Besides providing medical care, our site is a training
setting for doctors, nurses, physical and occupational therapists.
Additionally, our research activity is focused on gait analysis in
affected patients (how they walk).
th

As we slowly return to normal Shrine activities and fundraising, keep SC-E in mind. Your help is needed. Part
of our mission as Shriners is to support our hospital so that our kids get the help they need.
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AHOY MARINERS!
by David Eichelberger

Illustrious Sir Donald Green and First Lady Debra onboard the Gateway
Clipper for the annual Divan Cruise. From all reports a good time was had
by all and all passengers disembarked safely onto dry land.
The Mariners Holiday party has been scheduled for December 8 at
Scoglio Restaurant in Green Tree. We will gather at 6pm and will be ordering off the menu for our meals.

Syria Shriners Mariners Yacht Club is one of the clubs at Syria Shrine Center. We welcome everyone who enjoys being out on the rivers, lakes or oceans on any sort of boat or ship. Contact Secretary, David A. Eichelberger, davideosl@yahoo.com for information about joining us.

Yoo-hoo! Callin’ all Hillbillies!
By Preacher Dave

Preacher Dave here, sendin' holiday greetins' to one and all. I hope that everyone will have a wonderful Thanksgivin' and Holiday season in December. Things have quieted down in the holler, since all the punkin's have been
picked over and made into pies. I am hopin' the youngins enjoyed scarin' everyone with their costumes for Trick or Treat this year. It sure seems the years
are runnin' away with me, because I can hardly imagine what some of those
costumes are all about.
I continue to keep everyone in my prayers for good health and safety. This
past year or so has been mighty hard on many of us losin' kinfolk right and
left. As these nights are gettin' longer and darker, be extra careful on those
highways and byways. You never know when those pesky deer are going to

get up, they are a-hollerin' and carryin' on like no body's business. Still, the hens don't seem to be bothered

Keep your eyes out for news from our Raban, 'cause you know he likes to have some fun in January every
year. Those fellers that like to chase those little puny white balls around the scrublands had better be apolishin' their clubs cause you know there is likely to be another opportunity to go a-chasin' around to help
the kids.
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Flying Fezzes

THE PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER
by Craig “Buzz” Conroy

Ask EVERY MASONIC BROTHER to become member of the Shrine. “It’s about our Future.”
Our Membership is growing each month and our newest members are Don L. Gilbert Jr. and Chuck Mann
who will be featured in next issue of the voice. Be part of the camaraderie (brotherhood and good fellowship) The Flying Fezzes are on track to have a record-breaking year for new members. If you have any interest
in aviation or have ever ridden in a plane consider the Flying Fezzes as a great unit to join. We are here for
the kids and the hospitals which serve them. And remember the Conroy Family Mantra “There are old pilots
and bold Pilots but there are no Old Bold PILOTS.”
The Annual Flying Fezzes Banquet will resume in 2021 after a hiatus. The fun event is open to members and
guests and is scheduled at Primanti Bros Hanger in Harmarville, Sunday December 12 at 3pm, with surprises
and a few new awards to be presented. Reservations are not required but would be helpful to the group. The
Steelers play Thursday, December 9. Therefore, there is no Steelers game that Sunday!
We are active once again and happily participated in the annual Historic Fort Ligonier Days Parade with our
new refurbished plane float thanks to numerous hours by Bob Golden et.al.

Pre-flight parade training at the Pittsburgh Shrine Center.
Photo Kathy Lewis

We’re back on the street! Flying down Main Street in Ligonier!
Photo Paul Cherep

We are the fun, flying unit of The Finest Fraternity on the EARTH or in the AIR
any member of the Flying Fezzes at any Shrine event.

FLYING HIGH FOR FUN IN ‘21
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Door
Prizes
Let the
Christmas
Spirt
Swing!

$

ONLY

10
Swing Time Nights

The Big Band is Back!
Friday, November 19

Pittsburgh Shrine Center Ballroom
Music & Dancing from 7:30-9:30pm
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Illustrious Sir Donald I. Green has approved the formation of a new Shrine Club for
home
Shrine Brewmasters has been accepted as
Taproom No. 1877, a charter member

We are recruiting charter members of this newest Shrine Club in the Oasis of Pittsburgh. Plans are in place to have brewery representatives at meetings to offer
samples of their newest brews and to provide educational information about their

have presentations from local homebrewers who will
provide
Shrine Brewmasters.
If you are interested in becoming a charter member of
the club, send an email expressing your interest to Bob
you with details regarding our organizational meeting
and first sampling session.
Prost!
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ON RAINBOWS, FAMILY AND THE HOLIDAY SEASON
by Charlie Zurcher

While looking at the last publication of The Voice, I found the rainbow on the front cover very appropriate. The way the vivid colors connect to the corner of our Pavilion, I
definitely picked up a very positive symbolic overtone. It’s been a good year and
there’s got to be more good stuff at the end of that rainbow.
I believe I saw that same rainbow while driving past our Shrine Center on route 28 that
evening. Living only a few minutes away, the rainbow was still shining when I pulled in
my driveway. I positioned myself so the corner of the rainbow, similar to the one on
the front page photo, caught the corner of my neighbor’s house.
I texted the picture to him asking if I follow that rainbow to the very end, will it lead me
to free beer? He replied with a laugh, but did not answer the question. But he didn’t
have to, as I have enjoyed plenty of free beer with him over the years. There are a lot of good things out
there and though that rainbow is a split second rarity, it just helps remind us of what’s really important.
Many enjoyable moments were made in our Shriner Pavilion this year, and as the rainbow shined though, it
was just a quick reminder as to how special it all really was.
As we approach the end of the year, this is good opportunity to reflect on this year’s enjoyable moments and
experiences. I recall many enjoyable moments with the Shrine, both personal and as a Brotherhood, but I’d
like to share this one from our Masonic Kennywood Picnic. The way we came together as a Masonic family
was incredible. Many of you will recall the Kennywood group photo of all the clubs, units, and anyone else
how so desired to be included. For Tim and his crew, that task at hand rivaled herding cats, but we all got positioned and stood still log enough for a great picture to be taken.
Then while attending the Scottish Rite Stated Meeting
last month, a comment was made regarding all those pictures of Masons and their families that line the halls of
our Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center. Though a nice
historical record of the past, it would be nice to have
something current that we can all presently enjoy and
relate to. The Syria Shriners came through, as they presented the Scottish Rite with a burlap looking replica of
the Kennywood Masonic family photo to be proudly displayed in the hall of our Masonic Center. This is a
heartfelt touch that speaks volumes. So next time you are
in the Masonic Center, while walking down the hall, look for this picture of our moment at that picnic, to be
enjoyed by us for years to come.
Finally, as this issue hits your mailbox, the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons have come upon us. May you
take a moment to look back and think of all the enjoyable experiences you’ve had during the year. Soon we
will be into next year and get the opportunity to do it all over again. Be healthy, be safe, be a Shriner.

Best wishes for you and your family this Holiday Season
Being blessed as Shriners we definitely have a reason
We will put a smile on that child’s face
To help take them to a much better place
Looking forward to a new year of memories to share with you
May all your dreams come true in ‘22
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HOLIDAY WORD SEARCH
by Craig Conroy
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Time has really gone fast this year for all of our events, except for the patient transportation van garage. The
contract was signed in December, 2020 but questions needed to answered, I’s were not dotted, T’s were not
crossed and approval was delayed. In January ground was broken and tested, the results were ok to support
the garage. During the second Quarterly Meeting, April 5, the garage contract was approved, permits were

the increase so construction could resume.
The material was ordered, the footer was dug, the concrete was poured and the foundation was completed.
We then discovered that the metal for the building was not going to be available until the end of year. The
design was changed from metal sides to all stone, to match the other buildings. But, there was a delay in
getting the stone, not a year but a month. Inside the garage, the sanitary drains under each of the vans had
to be changed to go to our sanitary sewer, by order of the county inspector. A trench was dug from the main
building to the garage for all the utility lines. Additional inspections for gas and sewer lines needed to be
completed. There were more delays for the metal roof and the special insulation for under the roof. Now
there is another long delay for the garage doors, which were special ordered to be painted green to match
main buildings doors and windows.
We started when it was cold and snowy and it looks like it will be will be cold and snowy before the garage is
completed. We hope to get the vans under cover soon, for the elements are starting to take a toll on the
vans. Our van #2 is the worst, the red hood is starting to fade and crack. Van #3 Josiah’s football picture is
starting to fade, and even the old license plates are fading.

Soil testing.

Footers dug.

Under roof. The garage floor has since been poured.

COVID has not only caused price increases and delays in obtaining material but, has decreased the number of
hospital trips. Many trips were canceled, delayed, and rescheduled, and some parents are now driving. We
have picked up four new patients this year, which is about average.
Roadrunners are now participating in parades. We have negotiated for many parades and hope to make over
$3,000.00 this year.
During the last Roadrunners meeting the same officers were reelected for 2022.
President: Alvin Douglas
Secretary: Edward O’Brien
We Drive So Kids Can Walk
Treasurer: Ronald Plesh
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COMING EVENTS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
SAT

NOV 20 CEREMONIAL

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

SUN NOV 28 CARAVAN 20 BINGO
FRI

DEC

3 CARAVAN 2 POTENTATE’S PARTY

WASHINGTON CO. FAIRGROUNDS

SAT

DEC

4 PATROL POTENTATE’S PARTY

PUGLIANO’S, PLUM

SUN DEC

5 DIRECTORS STAFF CHRISTMAS PARTY

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

MON DEC

6 CARAVAN 18 POTENTATE’S PARTY

FRANZEE’S/JAVY’S, AMBRIDGE

FRI

DEC 10 LEGION OF HONOR CHRISTMAS PARTY

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

SAT

DEC 11 CARAVAN 25 POTENTATE’S PARTY

MASONIC VILLAGE AT SEWICKLEY

SUN DEC 12 POTENTATE’S APPRECIATION PARTY

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

FRI

DEC 17 STAGE BAND CHRISTMAS DANCE

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

SAT

DEC 18 HARIGE UNIT CHRISTMAS PARTY

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

SUN DEC 19 KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

DEC

DAILY 4 @ 7PM EACH EVENING

21— 25 CASH LOTTO GIVEAWAYS

MON DEC 27 ANNUAL GRAND COMMUNICATION

WYNDHAM GRAND PITTSBURGH

WED DEC 29 YOUTH DANCE

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

FRI

PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER BALLROOM

DEC 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
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THE CONTINUING ADVENTURES OF THE
AWARD-WINNING SYRIA SHRINE CLOWNS
by Rob “Splotchee” Brinkley

For the first time since 2018, the AwardWinning Syria Shrine Clowns scored the Mid
Atlantic Shrine Clown Association award for
best clown parade unit. Sure, our ten-year
streak of first place awards was marred by
Hurricanes and COVID (and that one aberrant
year when we got a third place), but we were
delighted to re-start that streak with “one.”
Congratulations to Captain Radish for a job
well done, and for the bunch of geezers, old farts, and cranky old men who
showed up to support the unit. We are ready for the next one!
The clown year wound down with a spattering of small community Fall Festivals
Our guys love ending the clown year with the only
parade that’s downhill all the way. The crowds are always two and three
deep along the parade route, and always show their love and support for
those lovable funnymen from Cheswick.

Our man Hissie seems to be
going the wrong way again.
Special safety protocols were employed to
get the hardware home to Pennsylvania.

Later in October, the Harige Unit was delighted
to honor Illustrious Sir Donald Green and First Lady
Debra at our annual Potentate’s Luncheon. A fitting
cap to a great year of Fun in ‘21.

A hobo, a painter and a cop
walk Into a Shriners’ parade ...

October is our annual election of officers. Although I
am writing this a few weeks ahead of that election, I
know our leadership team in the clowns will remain
Great thanks to Radish for surviving two years as head
of the only Pittsburgh Shrine group that makes herding
cats look easy, and good luck to all the officers-elect as
we begin our plans for ‘22.

New Year, and/or whatever you celebrate, may it bring us all peace and joy!
Until next time:

God Bless You All
Real Good!

His Radishness entertains the
Potentate and First Lady.

The Potentate hanging out with
his favorite bunch of clowns.

Bunkey determining which
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SYRIA PATROL GLAD TO BE BACK ON THE STREET
by Charlie Zurcher

As a kid, I was often told to stay off the street. “Don’t go on the street. You could get hit, you could get into
trouble, stay off the street…“ This was probably some good advice while growing up at the time. However, in
this instance, I’m so glad to be on the street. The Patrol Unit took to the streets of Ligonier for the annual
Fort Ligonier Days Parade and enjoyed the festive atmosphere of probably our biggest parade of the season.
With a threat of rain, which really never happened, it turned out to be a perfect fall day for our Syria Shriners
family to spend together.
The Fort Ligonier Days Parade was very well attended and the route lined up
quickly. The parade was canceled last year due to the pandemic, so this longanticipated parade was quite the welcome event this year. The familiar
sounds of gratitude and appreciation were quite evident as we marched
along the crowded streets. A solid presence of our other Syria Shriner Clubs
and Units made the day complete. We all got to take in this special moment
and show the fine people of Ligonier what Shriners do so well. We all certainly made a difference on this fine day.
As always, there was quite a bit of camaraderie
between the Shriner Units and Clubs prior to the
start of the parade. This time spent together is so enjoyable and gratifying. If
there’s one thing I’ve really enjoyed during my time as a Shriner and Patrolman, it
would have to be the valuable time spent socializing and relaxing prior to show
time on the streets. This is how great memories and great stories are born. As
mentioned in the past, this is Brotherhood at its finest.

Charlie Zurcher, Al Douglas and Sean
Jackson ready for the Ligonier parade.

Brotherhood at its finest.

The Captain and the Clowns.
If what we do in the Patrol Unit sparks your interest, we’d certainly enjoy having
you as a Patrolman. You’ll get your own pair of those attention grabbing pointed
shoes, uniform, scimitar, and you’ll get to wear your Fez with pride. We meet once a month in our Unit Room
for our social gathering, and we add a few special events and dinners throughout the course of the year. During our parades, you may either ride comfortably in our Patrol Unit Trailer, or march in the street. Either way,
the kids love it, and it’s just a nice way to get a smile and make a momentary difference in a child’s life. After
all, this is truly who we are.

Perhaps a couple of small parades may be on the horizon to complete our year. Looking back, there were so
many enjoyable experiences and fond memories being a Shriner this year. This certainly turned out to be a
very enjoyable and successful year for the Patrol Unit. We got our chance to do what we do best, and we certainly did.
As a side note, I’ve been with the Patrol Unit for over four years, and have had the honor and privilege of
participating in many parades. However there was something incredibly special about being in this parade on
this day. It was just a magical feeling that was ever so present. Perhaps it all comes down to who you share
these types of experiences with…

“We march so kids can walk”
That’s what we do.
That’s who we are.
We’re Shriners.
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Shriners Children’s patient and Pittsburgh resident Mariela Benitez recently shared her inspiring story with
Pittsburgh's Syria Shriners.
"As a kid, Shriners Hospital in Tampa, FL was the place I felt invincible in. The doctors, nurses, PCTs, volunteers, and all the other staff were always there with a smiling face," Mariela said. "They were some of the
first people (besides my mom) to show me I was capable of anything, if I set my mind to it. In a way, you
could say they taught me how to be stubborn."
Her determination to overcome surgery and complete a marathon following a 2019 car accident is nothing
short of heartwarming. Read Mariela’s story below.
I was a Tampa, FL Shriners patient in the 90s and 00s. I have so much for which to thank
Shriners staff and to the Masons that help support the hospital and the cause.
In December, 2019, I injured my back in a car accident. My doctor encouraged lumbar spine
surgery in hopes it would help alleviate the pain. I underwent a discectomy September 30,
2020.
When I asked my surgeon if he thought I could run a marathon, he said, "you're very determined and I know if you want to you will." I said, "doctor, you can say I'm stubborn." He smiled
and said "you can do anything you set your mind to, and I know you'll modify if/when you
need to because you're very aware of your body." I like to think it was all the years I spent as a
Shriner's patient, where I had to learn to verbalize my pain and my soothers.
As a result, I decided to set up “Fundraise for LOVE — Florida” as a way to dedicate my run to
an organization that gave so much to me.

I'd just like to say thank you for everything you've ever done for kids that started like me. Living in Pittsburgh now, it's always a joy when I'm reminded of the Shriner's family that will always be a part of me.
Thank you,
Mariela Benitez

Illustrious Sir Donald Green is a longtime fan of Mariela and her tremendous spirit. Don says, "This is what
Shriners do - Helping Kids."
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SYRIA SHRINERS
1877 SHRINERS WAY
CHESWICK, PA 15024
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DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR OUR JANUARY/FEBRUARY ISSUE IS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17. SEND YOUR MATERIAL TO syriarecorder@gmail.com.
PLEASE INCLUDE PHOTOS!

TO THE

ANNUAL MEETING

GRAND BALLROOM AT THE
PITTSBURGH SHRINE CENTER

Donald I. Green
Illustrious Potentate

Attest: Robert T.
Recorder
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Addleman, Jr., P.P.

